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Heavy Venhicles on our Roads

AV V

hicles are an integral part of our
economy.

Jometimes carrying up to 90 tonnes on our
oads, it is vital that all safety components are
1IsSpected and checked after any accident repairs
have been performed.

O In cases where these items have not been carried
out, it can become catastrophic.







yehicle Rollover on 18/11/2008

D A TOTAL VEHICLE WAS SOLD AT AUCTION TO AN
UNLICENSED, INEXPERIENCED “BACK
YARD” REPAIRER
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(fiis ve
0ads after a “backyard” repair!
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BTeering Components
Gontiguration and

EXplanation ik

.Steering wheel turns SJS\?ESEF
. E a

shaft in the sealed unit

steering box

-Steering box moves
pitman arm in turn
moving drag link

assembly
- ™ S . dl
-Drag link moves steering | e
Pitman Steering Ring
knuckle and stub axle. Arm Knuckle

Figure 2-1

.Stub axle retains wheel
to the vehicle via king pin.




exXperienced, licensed repairers know
What SAEETY issues to look for.

Volvo prime mover
involved in minor
accident. There was no
impact or visible
damage to steering box.

The impact point on this
vehicle was the right

hand wheel.

Due to inertia forces, the
impact travels from the
wheel to the drag link
assembly.




38Mmoval of steering box
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I
eering and

omponents are
possible to
are in a
condition unless
DWN OCCUTS.

-Inertia forces then travel
from the drag link into the
steering box.




>LEeering _ oxshaft found to be cracked

and unserviceable!

S IN -EVEN CRACK TESTING PICKS UP
HAFT CRACKS THAT ARE NOT EVIDENT
% PREVIOUSLY




SLEETINg sector shaft failed on previous slide.
[AYEstigation of this accident concluded failed
steering sector shaft!




Repairing trucks through cost
gavings without regard to SAFETY

-Owners and back yard repairers are purchasing these vehicles from
auction yards and are putting them back on our roads.

hey do not have the knowledge or expertise of licensed, experienced
avy vehicle repairers and do not know what to look for.

the pursuit of cost savings, these same owners and “back yarders”

over look these safety items to minimise repair costs.

- Repairs are being authorised by some insurance loss assessors to
workshops which do not comply with OH&S, WorkCover and
environmental standards (and are unskilled in the repair of heavy
vehicles). There are many cases of vehicles being painted in
uncontrolled and environmentally damaging conditions - for example,
painting in the open air or inappropriate preparation areas also
exposing workers to serious health damaging chemicals.




steering Pitman Arm cracked in half!

ON THE -STEERING BOX AND PITMAN ARM
{ CABIN ISLOCATED ON THE RIGHT HAND !
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IVIore'safety items to inspect:
Turntables




ldrntable’base plate bent and jaw kit
cracked!

-JAW LOCK PIN HOLDING TRAILER
TO TRUCK CRACKED IN HALF!




ypecialist trained
hnicians required!
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Jighly Trained Professionals

-TECHNICIANS ARE TRAINED IN ALL
ASPECTS OF HEAVY VEHICLE SAFETY.

-NO EXTERNAL DAMAGES EVIDENT BUT
KING PIN WAS FOUND TO BE CRACKED!

KING PINS




Jamage s not always evident.

RE -THIS VEHICLE WAS WRITTEN OFF
OESN'T FROM THE INSURANCE COMPANY AND
SOLD BACK TO THE AUCTION YARD.
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QUEstions to be asked!

hased back from the %w
Y N %
an unknown, S *i

what to look

ked at the internal steering
assis and suspension, turntable e

performed the cosmetic panel
ible in order to get the vehicle
and ready to sell to the next

)

re e

.........

-Unskilled qualified repairers working in
uncontrolled cc ons do not know what to look
or or how to conduct an inspection process
therefore displaying little or no respect for the
environment or the safety of those around them.

-Inexperienced repairers and backyard unlicensed
repairers must be stopped from performing
dangerous and unlawful practices and MUST be
bound by the full force of the law.




VIgjorsafety
CONCErNSrequire
T1d]orchndnge.

downloading of
1agement, composite
ed in construction
ents in safety =y
quire specialist g\'}
niques.

-Heavy vehicle smash repair
establishments investing tens of
millions of dollars in equipment
in order to correctly and safely
reinstate vehicles to pre-
accident condition




S1OP Unlicensed, inexperienced
goatKyarders” repairing these vehicles




Fo0llowing the
Cotenf Conduct

-All licensed repairers and members of the Australian Heavy Vehicle
Repairers Association are signatories to the Repairers Code of
Conduct and adhere to its guidelines

-The majority of Insurance Companies are signatories to the Repairers
- Code of Conduct and adhere to its guidelines.

-If a total loss truck is purchased at an auction yard by a “back yard”
inexperienced repairer, they do not have any restrictions on wether
to follow the code or not!




SUur Solution”

-All heavy vehicles involved in major accidents that are deemed
a total loss should NOT be allowed to be repaired and re-
registered back on our roades.

-A register of total loss vehicles to be kept with the appropriate
authorities.

:Licensing of ALL heavy vehicle repairers to enable the safety
of heavy vehicles after accident damage has been performed.

-Any repairer who undertakes repairs to heavy vehicles meet
the minimum equipment levels and standards as set by the
Australian Heavy Vehicle Repairers Association
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